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Medical laboratory technologists (MLT) in Nova Scotia shall practice according to established 
Standards of Practice, safety protocols, safety guidelines, relevant current federal, provincial and 
municipal safety legislation, institutional policies and procedures, and environmental considerations.


MLTs shall:


• Apply current health and safety measures at all times to ensure the safety and protection of 
patients, colleagues, self and the environment.


• Adhere to MLT Safe Work Practice competencies and the principles of Routine Practices and 
Additional precautions. 


• Review and update health and safety procedures regularly as required.

• Demonstrate compliance and competence in established workplace safety practices.

• Follow Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS) processes.

• Follow fire safety protocols.

• Safely handle laboratory specimens and reagents using appropriate personal protective 

equipment, engineering controls and administrative safety controls.

• Handle and dispose of sharps in compliance with safety guidelines.

• Apply appropriate decontamination procedures of the laboratory equipment being sent for 

repair as per the current MLT competencies.

• Apply appropriate decontamination procedures of laboratory spills and accidents, space and 

surfaces, blood and other body fluids and biological safety cabinets as per the current MLT 
competencies.


• Apply current and emerging infection control practices and occupational health standards.

• Safely store, handle and dispose of biological, chemical, toxic and radioactive material.

• Understand and apply current regulations for the handling, storage and safe shipment of all 

biological and other potentially hazardous material.

• Provide leadership to other members of the health care team pertaining to relevant specimen 

pre analysis, analysis, and post analysis safety issues.

• Comply with all established emergency preparedness plans when required.

• Report all safety related incidents or unsafe practice in a timely manner.

• Use appropriate ergonomic  principles.

• Promote the reduction and elimination of environmental hazards where possible.

• Comply with the current safety standards and guidelines.
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Initial Position Statement version.  Previously 
content was in the Safety Policy, 4.03.1
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Updated to Practice Guideline # April 28, 2021. 
No version change.

2022-JAN-17 2
Revised to add ‘Routine Practice’ terminology 
rather than Universal precautions.
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